
Rocky Mountain Land Library presents
Crafting the Novelscape
with Laura Jean Schneider

This one-day generative workshop is intended to help writers 
of all backgrounds and levels craft holistic, resonant landscapes 
in their novel or short story. Laura Jean Schneider defines a 
novelscape as “a combination of setting-specific details that 
radiate authenticity and personify place.” Schneider will offer 
a close look at why authentic landscapes matter in fictional 
narratives, and share excerpts from other novelists whose 
work exemplifies how storytelling is enhanced by a personal 

connection to rural and urban landscapes. Following an informal lecture, all participants 
will be asked to draft a short piece of original writing. After lunch, you’ll take a walk on 
the ranch and split into small discussion groups. The afternoon will meld workshopping 
of the newly generated work with a collective compilation of resources for the landscape-
based writer.

After living on remote cattle ranches in the Southwest for the past decade, artist, 
printmaker, and writer Laura Jean Schneider recently located to the Pacific Northwest. 
Her fiction and nonfiction has appeared in The Writer, The Montana Quarterly, High 
Country News, New Mexico Magazine, Edible Santa Fe and elsewhere. Schneider presented 
her academic work at the How It 
Happens Festival in Bozeman, Montana 
in 2014, and at the Western Literature 
Association’s 51st Annual Conference in 
Big Sky, Montana, last Fall. In 2017, she’ll 
be traveling to the Université Bordeaux 
Montaigne to present on a panel for the 
Society for the Study of American Women 
Writers.  She is currently at work on her 
first novel.                    
www.laurajeanschneider.com

         

Saturday, June 24th
10:00 am to 4:00 pm, $50

Buffalo Peaks Ranch 
Southeast of Fairplay on Hwy 9
For directions, and to register, contact 

Jeff Lee: jeff@landlibrary.org, 
303-321-3574
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