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Land Library in the Spotlight

HistoriCorps & Harry Smith’s Homecoming

This past year the word definitely got
out about the Rocky Mountain Land
Library. It all started with the New York
Times article back in April, an inspiring
piece that went on to be one of the Top
Ten most shared NYT articles of the
week. Excellent stories followed later
in the year from the Christian Science
Monitor, the Fairplay Flume, Orion
Magazine, along with a Colorado Matters
interview on Colorado Public Radio, and
two visually stunning televison reports
from Harry Smith and NBC News.
We were thrilled by all the new
people and groups who rallied to the
Land Library project, following these
great news stories. People from across
the globe
appreciated a grassroots
project that is all about books, land and
learning—and they were mesmerized by
tattered ranch structures set in the stark
beauty of South Park. Many folks offered
their help, as our volunteer force grew
with each story. We also received both
small and large donations; enough for us
to re-roof the last of the core buildings at
Buffalo Peaks Ranch.
One thing is clear from this past
year’s great wave of attention: once ranch
renovation is complete there will be no
shortage of people who will want to spend
their precious time at the ranch. With a
warm light in the windows, and plenty of
books on the shelves, Buffalo Peaks Ranch
will provide a quiet place for people to
explore nature, share a meal with artists,
writers, naturalists—and given that time,
recharge their love of the land.
With great gratitude to the good year
past, we can’t wait for 2016 to begin!

In the summer of 2015, thanks to a grant from the South Park National Heritage
Area, and donations from Land Library supporters, we were able to work with
HistoriCorps on re-roofing three of
the core buildings at Buffalo Peaks
Ranch. HistoriCorps is a wonderful
nonprofit group that brings volunteers
together with professional craftsmen to
work on historic preservation projects.
HistoriCorps has become a model across
the country, and the RMLL was thrilled
to be one of their 2015 projects.
Each week brought a fresh new crew of HistoriCorps volunteers. They came from
across the country, and as far away as Portsmouth, England. How do you thank such
remarkable people? We’ll find a way.
Longtime journalist Harry Smith (riding saddle on the Bunkhouse roof above), caught
wind of the unlikely story of volunteers devoting a full week to climbing the rafters in
summer heat and morning cold, high winds and driving rain. Harry and his crew spent
a day interviewing volunteers at the ranch, and NBC eventually aired two reports on the
Rocky Mountain Land Library, and HistoriCorps’ work at Buffalo Peaks Ranch. It was
clear from talking with Harry, and from his really thoughtful and spirited stories, just how
much he loved the ranch, and the Rockies. After all, his early days were spent at a local
station in Denver. It was a great pleasure having Harry Smith back in Colorado!

Leopold Benches & Shifting Views of the Ranch
Thanks to all the volunteers who, with
grit and grace, took on the tasks of cleaning
out barns and horse stalls, along with
building a sturdy set of Leopold Benches
(from the Aldo Leopold’s simple design
employed at his family’s Sand County
shack). Our Leopold Bench day was one
of the summer’s highlights, as volunteers,
armed only with hand tools, customed
discarded wood into finished benches that
are now spread across the ranch, giving
people shifting perspectives on the landscape of this old ranch. Think of the books that
will be read on those benches, or the sketches made, or the conversations that will flow!
One of our amazing HistoriCorps volunteers, Kim Mailles, drove back to the
ranch from his home in Missouri with five elegant one-seat modifications of the
old Leopold Bench design. They’ve already become favorite perches for workshop
attendees at the ranch!

Class in session at Buffalo Peaks Ranch
Over the summer, as ranch renovation moved forward, Buffalo Peaks
Ranch became the site for our first
South Park classes and workshops.
Poet Jodie Hollander (author of The
Humane Society) led off with a daylong poetry workshop. Toward the
end of the day, as students spread
across the ranch to write a few lines
on their own, we grasped what a powerful learning landscape the
ranch provides. It no doubt has something to do with the quiet of a
high mountain grassland, and the inspiring views of the peaks above.
Next, for a real change of pace, we were
lucky enough to have former State
Geologist Vince Matthews take us
on a eye-opening Geology Field Trip
across South Park. Vince made the
stones speak that day, and expanded
everyone’s appreciation of South Park’s
remarkable natural heritage.
Finishing out the summer season, artist
Sherrie York led folks on a Nature Journaling/Field Sketching class.
We had plenty of art books on hand for inspiration, including field
sketches from naturlaists such as
Olaus Murie and William Berry.
But most of the class was about
nature’s details across the ranch,
from the swirling grass at student’s
feet, to the rippling waters of the
South Platte River. It was a bluesky day that few of us will forget!
We’ll be announcing our Summer
Ranch schedule soon, with many more workshops planned—along
with an expanded number of learning opportunities at our Waterton
Canyon Library. Stay tuned!

It’s All About
the Headwaters-to-Plains Network
With our Headwaters site moving forward in South
Park, and our newly renovated Waterton Canyon Library
(located where the South Platte meets the plains), the
Land Library is excited about the watershed focus both
locations provide. Soon, we hope to extend the learning
network’s reach by establishing an inner-city Denver
branch, featuring both a Kids Nature Library, and an
Urban Homestead Learning Center.
The remarkable learning landscapes of the American
West will provide hope and inspiration for generations
to come. The need for places of quiet thought, creative
pursuits, and active community involvement will only
grow as our population increases. That need, and the
still flowing South Platte River, inspires all that the Land
Library will do!

photo by Matt Staver

Garo — New life for an old Ghost Town
This January, we’ll be very excited to see the first issue of a Land
Library inspired arts and writing on-line journal. Garo, brilliantly
named after the ghost town/rail stop across the river from Buffalo
Peaks Ranch, is the brain child of three HistoriCorps volunteers—a
wonderful idea hatched on their drive back to Denver after a
week of re-roofing. As Chris Rurik, one of the founding editors
describes, Garo hopes to create an “open, campfire-like setting for
people to share their relationship with nature and each other”.
Garo’s team includes Editor-in-Chief Christine Parker, along with
Chris Rurik, Laura Irving, Jodie Hollander, and Ben Sherrill.
Watch for the first issue soon! For more information on submitting
work, please visit www.garostation.com.
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